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CHAPTER 31—CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION 

§§ 741 to 747. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 741 to 747 related to the Civil War Centen-

nial Commission, which terminated pursuant to former 

section 746 of this title. 

Section 741, Pub. L. 85–305, § 1, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

626, provided for establishment and membership of Civil 

War Centennial Commission. 

Section 742, Pub. L. 85–305, § 2, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

626, authorized Commission to prepare an overall pro-

gram including specific plans commemorating the one 

hundredth anniversary of Civil War. 

Section 743, Pub. L. 85–305, § 3, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

627, authorized Commission to preserve and develop the 

historic battlefield sites of Civil War to insure a fitting 

observance as their centennial occurs. 

Section 744, Pub. L. 85–305, § 4, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

627, authorized a Presidential proclamation inviting 

people of the United States to participate in observ-

ance of centennial celebration. 

Section 745, Pub. L. 85–305, § 5, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

627, authorized Commission to accept donations of 

money, property or personal services and to contract 

for materials and supplies, and designated National 

Park Service as agency to provide all general adminis-

trative services. 

Section 746, Pub. L. 85–305, § 6, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

627, provided for hiring of employees, accounting of 

funds, a national assembly, a report submitted to Con-

gress not later than Mar. 1, 1958, on preliminary plans 

of Commission, annual reports thereafter, and a final 

report submitted no later than May 1, 1966 (upon which 

date the Commission terminated), and disposal of prop-

erty and funds of Commission upon its termination. 

Section 747, Pub. L. 85–305, § 7, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 

628, provided for transportation and reimbursement to 

members of Commission. 

§ 748. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–448, title IV, 
§ 402(a)(33), Aug. 19, 1964, 78 Stat. 495 

Section, Pub. L. 85–305, § 8, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 628, 

related to employment of retired officers. See section 

8301 et seq. of Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on first day of first month which be-

gins later than ninetieth day following Aug. 19, 1964, 

see section 403 of Pub. L. 88–448. 

§ 749. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 85–305, § 9, Sept. 7, 1957, 71 Stat. 628; 

Pub. L. 85–918, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1769, authorized ap-

propriations of not to exceed $100,000 in any one fiscal 

year. See note for former section 746 of this title. 

CHAPTER 32—VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Sec. 

761. Corporation created. 

762. Completion of organization. 

763. Objects and purposes of corporation. 

764. Powers of corporation. 

765. Eligibility for membership. 

766. Governing authority; composition; form; 

meeting places. 

767. Board of administration. 

(a) Governing period. 

(b) Initial board. 

(c) Election. 

768. Officers. 

Sec. 

769. Principal office; territorial scope of activi-

ties; agent for service of process. 
770. Distribution of income or assets to members; 

loans. 
771. Nonpolitical nature of corporation. 
772. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 
773. Prohibition against issuance of stock or pay-

ment of dividends. 
774. Books and records; inspection. 
775. Repealed. 
776. Annual report. 
777. Exclusive right to name, emblems, seals, and 

badges. 
778. Acquisition of assets and liabilities of exist-

ing corporation. 

779. Dissolution or liquidation; disposition of 

property. 

780. Reservation of right to amend or repeal chap-

ter. 

§ 761. Corporation created 

The following-named persons provided that 
they meet the eligibility requirements set forth 
in section 765 of this title: Harlan W. Barnes, 
Portland, Oregon; Lewis Brake, Mount Vernon, 
Illinois; Fred J. Hollenbeck, Cape Vincent, New 
York; Reginald H. Murphy, Junior, Washington, 
District of Columbia; Stanton L. Smiley, Gary, 
Indiana; Emerson R. J. Follett, Dover, New 
Hampshire; M. George Deutch, Buffalo, New 
York; Patrick F. O’Connor, Braddock, Pennsyl-
vania; Charles L. Gore, Baltimore, Maryland; 
Arch MacIntyre, Tampa, Florida; 

G. Edwin Slater, Detroit, Michigan; John E. 
Erickson, Minneapolis, Minnesota; Al. H. 
Ohlsen, San Francisco, California; Arthur G. 
Estes, Albuquerque, New Mexico; M. C. Her-
mann, San Francisco, California; Merle E. Hop-
per, Roscommon, Michigan; Harry J. Millen, 
Watertown, New York; John C. Van Etten, 
Olympia, Washington; Emanuel Levy, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; A. T. G. Novak, Seattle, Wash-
ington; Doctor Harry E. Mort, Saint Louis, Mis-
souri; Martin F. Iverson, Washington, District of 
Columbia; Monte C. Walton, Portland, Oregon; 
Bert Mansfield, Portland, Oregon; W. N. Knight, 
Salisbury, North Carolina; Reverend George G. 
Shurtz, Newcomerstown, Ohio; 

David G. Bollinger, Lakewood, Ohio; Catherine 
Sawyer, Napa County, California; Joseph 
Bergrath, Madison, Illinois; Arthur Means, 
Mena, Arkansas; James Butler, Long Beach, 
California; Joseph P. Crider, Westerly, Rhode Is-
land; Frank Heise, Washington, District of Co-
lumbia; Joseph W. Padderatz, New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida; George Burdick, Twin Falls, 
Idaho; Dean V. Thompson, Boise, Idaho; M. H. 
Bond, Centralia, Illinois; Denton Opp, Aurora, 
Indiana; Paul Hadley, Rehoboth Beach, Dela-
ware; George M. Leary, Quincy, Massachusetts; 
Charles Cooper, Clare, Michigan; Jack Green-
wood, Minneapolis, Minnesota; Howard E. 
White, Kansas City, Missouri; C. P. Biffle, 
Polson, Montana; 

John Twardus, Stratham, New Hampshire; 
Gustave G. W. Laegeler, Newark, New Jersey; 
George F. Patton, Portales, New Mexico; Wil-
liam F. Schwab, Buffalo, New York; E. G. 
Kittles, Charlotte, North Carolina; Victor E. 
Morgan, Bridgeport, Ohio; Ray Snider, La 
Grande, Oregon; Leslie E. Barnhart, Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania; J. L. FitzGibbon, Columbia, 
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South Carolina; C. W. Nevins, Fort Worth, 
Texas; Howard Houck, San Pedro, California; 
Charles Wetter, Santa Ana, California; A. Thom-
as Wheaton, Dearborn, Michigan; T. D. Ladd, 
Amarillo, Texas; Cornelius B. Prins, Fort 
Pierce, Florida; 

Charles Ulmer, Wellington, Kansas; Louis 
Alterici, Charleroi, Pennsylvania; Robert 
Brown, Minneapolis, Minnesota; Joseph J. 
Strobel, Molalla, Oregon; James R. McClain, 
Springfield, Illinois; Henry H. Hitchings, John-
son City, New York; Albert J. Graf, Lake View, 
New York; William E. Kilgore, Ludlow, Ken-
tucky; Leo Thornton, Hammond, Indiana; Dan-
iel A. Chester, Spencer, North Carolina; Frank 
B. Pace, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; O. B. 
Pritchett, Jefferson City, Missouri; Dayton H. 
Montgomery, Hot Springs, Arkansas; Melvin D. 
Eddy, Belmont, Massachusetts; James L. 
Culbert, Haverhill, Massachusetts; 

Joseph Perrone, New London, Connecticut; 
George H. Hoak, Houton Lake Heights, Michi-
gan; and William A. McVeigh, Victorville, Cali-
fornia, and their associates and successors, are 
created and declared to be a body corporate of 
the District of Columbia, where its legal domi-
cile shall be, the name of which shall be Veter-
ans of World War I of the United States of Amer-
ica, Incorporated (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘corporation’’), and by such name the said cor-
poration shall be known and have perpetual suc-
cession, the powers, limitations, and restric-
tions herein contained. 

(Pub. L. 85–530, § 1, July 18, 1958, 72 Stat. 370.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 762 of this title. 

§ 762. Completion of organization 

The persons named in section 761 of this title 
are authorized, a majority concurring, to com-
plete the organization of the corporation by the 
selection of officers and employees, the adoption 
of regulations and bylaws, not inconsistent with 
this chapter, and the doing of such other acts as 
may be necessary for such purpose. 

(Pub. L. 85–530, § 2, July 18, 1958, 72 Stat. 371.) 

§ 763. Objects and purposes of corporation 

The purposes of the corporation shall be patri-
otic, fraternal, historical, and educational, in 
the service and for the benefit of veterans of 
World War I and are as follows: 

(1) To provide for the veterans of World War 
I an organization for their mutual benefit, 
pleasure, and amusement, which will afford 
them the opportunities and means for personal 
contact with each other in order to keep alive 
friendships and memories of World War I and 
to venerate the memory of their honored dead; 

(2) To cooperate to the fullest extent and in 
a harmonious manner with all veterans’ orga-
nizations to the end that the best interests of 
all veterans of all wars in which the United 
States of America has participated, and the 
widows and orphans of deceased veterans of 
such wars, may be best served; 

(3) To stimulate communities and political 
subdivisions into taking more interest in vet-
erans of World War I, the widows and orphans 

of such deceased veterans, and the problems of 
such veterans and their widows and orphans; 

(4) To collate, preserve, and encourage the 
study of historical episodes, chronicles, me-
mentos, and events pertaining to World War I; 

(5) To fight vigorously to uphold the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, as 
well as the individual States of the Union and 
to foster the spirit and practice of true Ameri-
canism; 

(6) To fight unceasingly for our national se-
curity in order to protect Americans from en-
emies within our borders, as well as those 
from without, to the end that our American 
way of life be preserved; 

(7) To fight to the utmost all those alien 
forces, particularly forces such as com-
munism, whose objectives are to deny our very 
existence as a free people; and 

(8) To do any and all acts and things nec-
essary and proper to carry out the objects and 
purposes of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 85–530, § 3, July 18, 1958, 72 Stat. 371.) 

§ 764. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have power— 
(1) to have succession by its corporate name; 
(2) to sue and be sued, complain and defend 

in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
(3) to adopt, use, alter a corporate seal; 
(4) to choose such officers, managers, agents, 

and employees as the activities of the corpora-
tion may require; 

(5) to adopt, amend, and alter a constitution 
and bylaws not inconsistent with the laws of 
the United States or any State in which the 
corporation is to operate, for the management 
of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs; 

(6) to contract and be contracted with; 
(7) to take by lease, gift, purchase, grant, de-

vise, or bequest from any public body or agen-
cy or any private corporation, association, 
partnership, firm, or individual and to hold ab-
solutely or in trust for any of the purposes of 
the corporation any property, real, personal, 
or mixed, necessary or convenient for attain-
ing the objects and carrying into effect the 
purposes of the corporation, subject, however, 
to applicable provisions of law of any State 
(A) governing the amount or kind of property 
which may be held by, or (B) otherwise limit-
ing or controlling the ownership of property 
by, a corporation operating in such State; 

(8) to transfer, convey, lease, sublease, en-
cumber, and otherwise alienate real, personal, 
or mixed property; 

(9) to borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, issue bonds therefor, and secure 
the same by mortgage, deed of trust, pledge, 
or otherwise, subject in every case to all appli-
cable provisions of Federal and State laws; 
and 

(10) to do any and all acts and things nec-
essary and proper to carry out the objects and 
purposes of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 85–530, § 4, July 18, 1958, 72 Stat. 371.) 

§ 765. Membership 

Eligibility for membership in the corporation 
and the rights, privileges, and designation of 
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